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London 
London is the capital of Great Britain. It is a very old city. It is two 

thousand years old. London is not only the capital of the country, it is 

also a huge port. 

London is situated upon both banks of the Thames. There are 17 

bridges above the river. 

The population of London is about 9 million people. 

London has three parts: the Gity of London, the West End, the East 

End. 

The City of London is the oldest part of London. You can see narrow 

streets and pavements there. There are many offices, firms and banks 

in this part of London. The City of London is the financial centre of 

the United Kingdom. 

The West End is the centre of London. There are many places of 

interest in the West End. They are the Houses of Parliament with Big 

Ben. It is interesting that the clock “Big Ben” came into service in 

1859. Big Ben is the biggest clock bell in Britain. It weighs 13,5 

tons. 

The other interesting place is Westminster Abbey, which was 

founded in 1050. It is situated in the centre of London. Many great 

Englishmen were buried in the Abbey: Newton, Darvin and others. 

The official London residence of the Queen is Buckingham Palace. It 

was built in the 18th century. 

There are many nice squares in London. Trafalgar Square is one of 

them and it is in the centre of the West End. One can see a statue of 

Lord Nelson in the middle of this square. 

There are many museums, libraries and galleries in London. The 

Tate Gallery is one of the well-known galleries in London. Henry 

Tate was a sugar manufacturer. He was fond of paintings and 

collected many pictures. 

 

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Nothern Ireland 
The United Kingdom is situated in the north-west coast of Europe 

between the Atlantic Ocean on the north and north-west and the 

North Sea on the east. 
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The U.K. includes Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

Great Britain, the largest island in Europe, contains ISngland, 

Scotland and Wales. 

The United Kingdom has an area of 94,249 square miles. The capital 

of the country is London. English is the official language. 

The population of the U.K. is nearly 60 million people. The 

population lives mostly in towns and cities and I heir suburbs. Four 

out of every five people live in (owns. Over 46 million people live in 

England. Over 3 million — in Wales. A little over 5 million — in 

Scotland. About 1,5 million — in Northern Ireland. London’s 

population is over 8 million people. The British nation consists of the 

English, the Scots, the Welsh and the Irish. There are many people of 

all colours and races in the United Kingdom. 

The climate of Great Britain is mild. It is not too hot in summer or 

too cold in winter. It often rains in England. Itain falls in summer and 

in winter, in autumn and in spring. Snow falls only in the North and 

West of the country. The surface of England and Ireland is flat, but 

Scotland and Wales are mountainous. Many parts of the country have 

beautiful villages. There are many rivers in Great Britain. The main 

river is the Thames. Many ships and barges go up and down the 

river. The longest river is Severn. It is 350 kilometres long. 

Holidays and Important Days in the Ukraine. 
Every year starts on New Year’s eve, at the night when the Old Year 

with all the troubles leaves us forever, and the New Year with all our 

hopes and expectations knocks on our door. This is everybody’s 

favourite holiday. Decorating the Christmas tree, going to New 

Year’s parties, getting presents, — we love all this and impatiently 

wait for New Year’s eve to come. 

January the 6th is Orthodox Christmas. Before Ukrainian 

Independence was proclaimed it had not been an official holiday and 

somehow it had not been popular to mention it at all. In spite of this 

it was surreptitiously celebrated in lots of families. A great deal of 

old Ukrainian customs, which go back to centuries ago, are 

connected with Christmas. These are fortune telling, singing 

Christmas carols, cooking traditional Ukrainian Christmas dishes, 

going to church service. Since 1992 we celebrate it openly. 
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The 14th of February is St. Valentine’s Day, the Day of lovers, when 

we give cards and presents to our sweethearts. 

The 15th is the day when winter meets spring. The weather on this 

day indicates if spring and summer are going to be warm and sunny, 

or not. This day once in a while we look at thermometers and more 

attentively than usually listen to weather forecasts, trying to work out 

our own forecast. 

March the 8th is a Women’s Day. Nowadays this date has lost its 

political meaning and became just a day when we thank our women 

for everything they do for us at home and at work, say our good 

wishes, give them flowers and presents. 

On March the 9th we celebrate the birthday of the greatest Ukrainian 

poet, writer, artist and fighter for Ukrainian independence Taras 

Shevchenko. Finally his dream has come true, the Ukraine has 

become independent, but we have to work hard to maintain our 

independence. 

Easter Day comes according to the lunar calendar. This is the day to 

stop and think about Jesus Christ’s death for our salvation, about 

what we have to do to improve ourselves and the life around us. 

On May the 9th we celebrate the anniversary of victory over Nazi 

Germany. 

On August the 24th Ukrainian independence was proclaimed and 

new era in Ukrainian history has begun. 

December the 24th is the Catholic Christmas, widely celebrated all 

over the world. 

And then the New Year’s eve comes, and everything starts again. 

 

 

 

The Ukraine. Its geographical location 

The Ukraine is a sovereign state with its own territory, its bodies of 

power, its government. 

The country is situated in the south-eastern part of Central Europe. It 

borders on the Russian Federation, Belorus, Moldova, Poland, 

Slovakia, Hungary and Romania. It covers the area of 604.000 square 
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kilometres. The population of the Ukraine is over 52 million people. 

It is a well developed industrial and agricultural country. It is rich in 

iron, ore, coal, natural gas, oil, salt and other mineral resources. The 

Ukraine has big metallurgical, machine-building, fuel and power 

industries. It is a producer of chemicals and agricultural raw 

materials. 

One of the most important branches of national economy is the 

power industry. 

The Ukraine produces planes and ocean-liners, tractors and 

combines, excavators and cars, up-to-date instruments and 

equipment, electronic microscopes and TV sets, computers and 

synthetic diamonds. 

Scientists of the Ukraine have enriched the world science with 

important discoveries and inventions. They have contributed much to 

solving the main problems of mechanization of production processes 

 

 Ukraine 

We live in the Ukraine. Our country has its own territory, 

government, national emblem, flag and anthem. 

The Ukraine is situated in the south-eastern part of Central Europe. It 

borders on Russia, Belorus, Moldova, Poland, Slovakia, Romania 

and Turkey on sea. 

The territory of the Ukraine is mostly a level, treeless plain, called a 

steppe. There are the Crimean Mountains in the Crimean Peninsula 

and the Carpathians in the west, but they are not very high. Mixed 

forests of pines and fir-trees, beeches, limes, oaks and elms cover the 

mountains, but the thickest woods of the the Ukraine can still be 

found in the northern part of the country, in Volyn. Kiev and 

Cherkassy lie in the midst of the Ukrainian southernmost pine forest. 

The main Ukrainian river is the Dnieper. It's one of the longest 

European rivers and one of the country's main sources of 

hydroelectric power. The Dnieper and its tributary the Koss had been 

the cradle of the Ukrainian and Russian people in time immemorial. 

The climate of the Ukraine is moderate. Winter is rather mild, with 

no severe frosts but with regular snowfalls everywhere except the 

South. The rivers and the lakes freeze in winter. The average winter 
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temperature varies from 20° Centigrade below zero in the North to 

3—5° Centigrade below zero in the South. Summer is quite hot and 

dry, with occasional showers and thunderstorms. The fertile black 

soil is well watered in spring and autumn and gets plenty of sunshine 

in summer. 

Due to the favourable climatic conditions, the Ukraine is traditionally 

an agricultural area. It grows wheat, maize, buckwheat and other 

corn, vegetables, all kinds of fruit, melons and berries. 

The Ukraine is one of the world's main centre of sugar production. It 

produces sugar both for own needs and for export. 

The country is rich in natural resources, such as iron ore, coal, color 

metals, oil, gas, mineral salts, clay and potential water-power. It has 

developed varied industries, concentrated mostly in and around big 

cities, such as Kiev, Zaporozhye, Dnepropetrovsk, Odessa, Kharkov, 

Lvov, Nikolaev and others. It produces planes and ships, lorries and 

buses, motorcars and locomotives, computers and electronic 

equipment, precision instruments and agricultural machines, TV and 

radio sets, chemicals, textiles and various consumer goods. Odessa, 

Nikolaev, Sevastopol, Kherson and Kerch are the main ports of the 

Ukraine. 

 

Travelling 
I like to travel. All our family usually have long walks in the country. 

They call such walks hikes. We take our rucksacks and the tent with 

us and don’t think of any tickets. We are not in a hurry and we walk 

a lot just watching nature around us. 

It is also exciting to travel by car. Daddy prepares our Volvo for a 

trip and we can go anywhere. Travelling by car, you can see a lot of 

sights and things in a short time. We take anything we need to eat or 

drink with us, but sometimes stop for a meal in a road cafe. There is 

no need for tickets as well when you travel by car. 

Once in two or three years we visit our granny in the Ukraine. There 

we travel by train, because she lives in a village. Taking a train is 

more comfortable. 
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good cinema show is excellent and quite cheap entertainment. Of late 

years cinema screens in this country have been dominated by films 

produced in the USA. And this tendency is growing. 

Sports in our life 
Sport is very important in our life. It is popular among young and old 

people. 

Many people do morning exercises, jog in the morning and train 

themselves in clubs in different sections and take part in sport 

competitions. 

Other people like sports too, but they only watch sports games, listen 

to sports news. They prefer reading interesting stories about 

sportsmen. But they don’t go in for sports. 

Physical training is an important subject at school. Boys and girls 

play volley-ball and basket-ball at the lessons. There is the 

sportsground near our school and schoolchildren go in for sports in 

the open air. 

A lot of different competitions are held at schools, a great number of 

pupils take part in them. All participants try to get good results and 

become winners. Sport helps people to keep in good health. If you go 

in for sports, you have good health and don’t catch cold. 

Children and grown-ups must take care of their health and do 

morning exercises regularly. There are some popular kinds of sports 

in our country: football, volley-ball, hockey, gymnastics, skiing, 

skating. Athletics is one of the most popular kinds of sports. It 

includes such kinds of sports as: running, jumping and others. 

Everybody may choose the sport he (or she) is interested in. 

There are summer and winter sports. 

The library 

We like reading. There are a lot of hooks in our country. But we 

can’t buy all the books, which we like. That’s why we go to the 

library. Libraries are very important in the life of people. 

It is a library. You can go there if you want to take out a book and 

read it at home, or if you want to read books at the library. What is 

the library? It is a big, light room. There are many bookcases and 

bookshelves with a lot of books on them.You can see novels, poems, 
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plays, books on history, geography and arts at the library. Adventure 

books are very popular. You can see a reading-room on the right with 

many tables and chairs, where you can read books, newspapers and 

magazines. 

You can find millions of books by the greatest writers and poets, 

well-known all over the world. 

Pupils go to the library to read books, to look through some new 

magazines and to prepare for a report. The librarian helps the pupils 

to find books they need. Many teachers go to the school library too. 

Now our school library has a lot of textbooks and teaching aids. 

Sometimes the teachers prepare for the lessons at the school library. 

There are many public libraries in Kharkov, where you can take the 

books you need for your work and study. One can take some books 

for two or three weeks. There are big libraries in England too. One of 

the biggest libraries is The British Museum library. 

I think it is difficult to live without libraries. 

Food for life 

People cannot live without food. Where does our food come from? 

Meat comes from animals. People eat domestic birds too. Eggs come 

from hens. Milk comes from cows. From milk people make butter 

and cheese. From plants we get fruit and vegetables. A lot of fruit 

grow on trees: apples, oranges and bananas. Some plants have fruit 

too, like the coffee plant. So coffee is a fruit drink! 

What about tea? 

Tea comes from a plant too, but it is not a fruit. We make tea from 

the leaves of the plant, so tea is a vegetable! 

What about tomatoes? “Tomatoes are vegetables” some people say. 

No, they are not. Tomatoes are fruit. 

Different food comes from different countries. Oranges and bananas 

grow in Africa and America. 

Where does our food come from? Some people grow their food, but 

usually we buy it. 

Remember to buy and eat right food! Remember the proverb: an 

apple a day keeps a doctor away. Eat a lot of fruit and vegetables! 

Drink milk and juice! They’ve got a lot of vitamins. 
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Shopping  

On Monday it was cold and on Tuesday it was raining, but it is a nice 

day today. I came from school earlier than usual. My Mum asked me 

to go shopping with her. I don’t like to do the shopping but it’s great 

to go there with Mum. I can’t say I often help Mum with the 

shopping, but I always help her about the house. 

So we went to our favourite shop and bought a lot of tasty things for 

my brother’s birthday party on Friday afternoon. I know that his 

friends will come to us at 4 p.m. They all like ice-cream, fruit salads, 

hamburgers, cookies and sweets. So we bought sweets, fruit, ice-

cream, butter, sugar, eggs and milk for the cookies. I know that Mum 

will also make a cake for the party. 

Then we came to the butcher’s and bought some steak and chicken 

casserole. Then I carried the bags home while Mum came to another 

supermarket for vegetables. She brought carrots, canned peas, 

cabbage, some potatoes and oranges. Thus it was everything we need 

for the brother’s birthday party. 

Hobbies 
Different people like doing different things; different people have 

different hobbies. My brother is fond of collecting stamps. He has 

got a very good collection and he is proud of it. His stamps can tell 

you about different people and different countries. My brother often 

says that his hobby is popular with people of all ages. 

Collecting stamps is easy and interesting. It is real fun. You begin to 

learn many interesting facts about history and famous people when 

you start to collect stamps. At first people collect every kind of 

stamps. But soon they begin to make special collections. Sometimes 

they specialize in stamps of one subject only: for example, birds, 

animals, flowers or sports. This kind of collecting is called thematic. 

My theme is fish. My best friend, Bob is a collector too. He is fond 

of collecting badges. His collection is thematic. His theme is sports. 

He keeps his badges on the wall. When you come to his room you 

can see them all here at once. 

My grandfather collected coins when he was a small boy. Some 

people collect dolls. My uncle does. When he travels he always 

brings home dolls from different countries. 
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Some people collect pictures, cups, toys, toy soldiers, books, pencils 

and many other things. But collecting things is not the only hobby 

people have. Some people. 

Seasons and clothes 

There are four seasons in the year. Each of them brings different 

weather and different dresses. When it is hot people wear T-shirts 

and shorts, light blouses and skirts, sport shoes, socks and sandals. In 

summer people dress like so in Africa, Russia, Canada, Ireland, 

Great Britain and America. 

In cold weather people usually put on warm clothes: jeans and 

trousers, sweaters and jackets, overcoats and caps. In winter they 

wear fur coats and fur caps, high boots and mittens or gloves. The 

proverb says: there is no bad weather, there are bad clothes. 

Another proverb says: everything is good in its season. When you 

think what to wear, choose the right dress. Think what is good at the 

sports ground and what is good at the party and why a long dress 

looks beautiful on a woman but is funny on a little girl. 

When you buy clothes, try them on, make sure that they are your 

size, that they suit you well and that you like their colour. 

It is difficult to live without music. We hear music everywhere: in 

the streets, at home, over the radio and on TV, in the shops, in the 

parks and in the concert halls, at the seaside, sometimes in the forest. 

We can’t live without music. We like to listen to music, we enjoy to 

dance to music, we play musical instruments. 

A music lesson is one of the favourite subjects at school. Pupils 

prepare concerts for school holidays, learn new songs, play different 

musical instruments. 

The teacher of music tells the pupils about famous composers and 

teaches them to sing songs. 

Some people are interested in music very much. Children can learn at 

music schools if they are capable and fond of music. They study 

there for eight years. 

Music is a combination of many sounds. They are short and long, 

weak and strong. 
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Music reflects people’s mood and emotions. Some people are fond of 

music. There are numerous folk groups in our country. It is 

interesting to listen to their music and songs. Last week my friends 

and I visited a concert of folk music. This concert made a great 

impression on us.Some people are fond of classical music, but young 

people prefer modern music. If you want to listen to modern music 

you can attend the music halls and the concerts of popular groups 

and singers.I like to listen to the songs by our popular singers Alla 

Pugacheva and Valery Leontyev. They are talented and skilled 

singers and composers and I like to visit their concerts. My friends 

and I buy tickets beforehand and often take flowers for our favourite 

singers.Both classical and modern music are popular in our country. 

My friend Mike and I are fond of classical music. Sometimes we 

spend our free time, listening to music by Wolfgang Mozart and 

other composers. The “Fourth symphony” and the “Sixth symphony” 

by Shostakovich impressed us very much.As to foreign songs I prefer 

to listen to Adriano Chelentano. He is an Italian singer and actor. He 

is popular not only in his native land but also in other countries. 

Seasons  

Winter, spring, summer and autumn are the seasons of the year. 

December, January and February are winter months. The weather is 

cold. Usually it snows. The days are short and the nights are long. 

You can see snow everywhere. The rivers and lakes freeze and we 

can go skating and skiing. 

March, April, May are spring months. It is a very nice season. The 

weather is fine, it is warm. There are many green trees in the streets, 

in the parks and in the yards. Sometimes it rains, but as usual the sun 

shines brightly. The birds return from the hot countries and make 

their nests. 

June, July and August are summer months. It is hot or warm. The 

days are long and the nights are short. There are many green trees 
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and nice flowers in the parks and in the squares in summer. The 

pupils don’t go to school, they have their summer holidays. 

June is the first month of summer. We have the longest day and the 

shortest night of the year on the 21st—22nd of June. You can see the 

strawberries in the forest and in the gardens in June. 

July is the middle month of summer. It is hot and the sun shines 

brightly, the sky is blue and you can’t see any clouds in the sky. 

August is the last summer month, it is the end of summer. Sometimes 

it is cool in August, but there are many mushrooms, berries and fruit 

in August. The birds prepare to fly to the South. 

September, October, November are autumn months. It is cool. The 

weather is changeable. It often rains. The days become shorter and 

the nights become longer. One can see yellow, red, brown leaves 

everywhere. It is time for gathering the harvest. 

 

My Last Winter Holidays. 
Our winter holidays always coincide with two important dates - New 

Year’s eve and Christmas, that’s why , as a rule, I never leave Kiev 

at this time of year. Our Ukrainian custom is to spend these two 

evenings with our family. This year my winter holidays were not an 

exception and I spent them at home. The days before New Year’s eve 

were full of preparations: I had to buy small presents for my parents 

and grandparents, I wanted to buy a Christmas tree and some more 

Christmas decorations, I helped my Mum to do the shopping for our 

New Year’s eve dinner. In other words, I was very busy. During the 

very last hours of the passing year we decorated the Christmas tree, 

laid the table near it and wore our best clothes. When the clock 

struck 12 times, we drank our Champagne, saying good-bye to the 

Old Year and greeting the New Year. Then we opened our Christmas 

presents. I got a lot of candies and a beautiful sweater. 

On the days before Christmas the weather was bright and frosty. I 

was skiing and riding sledges in the Syrets grove, which is very big, 

with lots of hills, what makes skiing and riding sledges very exciting. 

My friend Tanya likes skating. She went skating on Rusanovka 

Canal or the straits near Hydropark island. The current there isn’t too 
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strong and the ice is thick, so it is quite safe to skate. Once I went 

with her. She was skating, and I was watching her. 

On Christmas eve my mother prepared traditional Ukrainian 

Christmas food: pastries, filled with rice and raisins, kootya - boiled 

wheat filled with walnuts, raisins, poppy seeds and honey, and uzvar-

stewed dried fruit. Then we walked. The snow was falling in big 

flakes and our hearts were full of high hopes for the new year. A lot 

of people were walking that night, singing traditional Christmas 

carols. 

My Flat 
1 have got a flat. It is neither big nor small. It is on the fifth floor. 

The number of it is 59. Our flat has two rooms, a kitchen, a bathroom 

and a corridor. 

Our living-room is big. It is light, because it has two wide windows. 

You can see a piano on the left. There is a round stool near the piano. 

The piano is new and black. The TV set is on the right. You can see 

an armchair and a sofa near the TV set. There is a picture on the wall, 

over the piano. It is a nice picture. There is a round table in the 

middle of the room You can see four chairs near the table. The 

sideboard is on the left. There are some pictures of modern painters 

on the wall.The carpet hanging on the wall is big and grey. 3 like our 

living-room and I often spend my free I inn watching TV and reading 

newspapers and magazine in it. 

I have my own room. It is small. There is no mu cl furniture there. 

My room is not quite light, because il has one narrow window.There 

is a sofa on the right. The wardrobe is near the window. You can see 

a small desk at the window There are two chairs at the desk and a TV 

set in the corner of the room. The bookcase is near the door There are 

many books in it. I have many bookshelves in my room. You can see 

Russian and English book: there. I like my room very much. When 

my friends come to see me I invite them into my room. 

It is a pity that we have no balcony. 
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Our kitchen is big and comfortable. The furniture in the kitchen is 

not dark, it is light. A new refrigerator stands near the window. 

Usually we have breakfast and supper in the kitchen. 

The bathroom is small. We wash ourselves there in the morning and 

in the evening. You can see a washing- machine near the door. We 

have a vacuum-cleaner, i I is in the bathroom too. The corridor of our 

flat is long and narrow. There is a telephone in it.I like my flat. My 

friends say that it is a good one 

About My family 
My family is neither too big, nor too small; just a typical Ukrainian 

family: Mummy, Dad, Brother, two Grannies and two Grandpas. My 

Mummy is thirty- seven, she’s a teacher. She teaches the art of 

housekeeping. She enjoys teaching girls to sew, to embroider, to knit 

and to cook, and the girls respect her very much. My Dad is forty-

one, he is a mechanic, he repairs cars. My brother and I, we both try 

to learn from our Dad and we spend all our free time in his garage, 

helping him and learning at the same time. 

My grandfathers are retired, but they are very vigorous and active. 

They like gardening. They grow vegetables and fruit for all the 

family and even in winter time and in early spring we have fruit and 

greens on our dinner table. Both my Grannies can also embroider 

very skilfully. They make marvellous towels, table cloths, pillows, 

shirts and sell them to the store. My Grandpas can do carpentry, 

plumbing and metalwork. My grandparents’ lifestyle proves that 

elderly people can be active, independent and useful for society. 

They are a good example for all of us and when I reach their age I 

want to be like them. 

My younger brother is just a kid. He’s only nine, but he knows 

already what he wants to do in his life: he wants to be a mechanic, 

like our Dad. 

Everybody in our family is very friendly and helpful. I feel very safe 

and comfortable with them. I wish all Ukrainian families were like 

ours. 

About Myself. 
Hi, I’m Tanya. I’m seventeen. I’m at 11th form, and this year I’m 

getting ready to my final examinations. I’m doing quite well at 
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school, and my parents are proud of me. My Mum is thirty-eight; 

she’s a doctor. My Dad is forty; he works for a newspaper. They both 

speak English and German, and Dad can also speak Japanese. They 

taught me English when I was small. There is another child in the 

family - my brother; he’s ten. When he was a baby, I looked after 

him. Now I help him with his homework. My grandparents are 

already retired. They like gardening and spend all their time growing 

tomatoes, potatoes, strawberries, looking after fruit- trees and rasp-

berry bushes, feeding their ten hens who lay fresh tasty eggs. My 

Granny also likes knitting. She knits warm beautiful sweaters and 

socks for us. I’ve got two pets - a cat and a guinea pig. I love animals 

and I enjoy taking care of them. Probably I’ll become a vet, but I 

haven’t decided yet. 
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